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THE SECRETARY’S PAGE 


HELPS AND HINTS IN SEASON. 


The great victory tor co-operation 
as between the Co-operative and the 
Labour Parties which was gained at 
Cheltenham this month is of vital im- 
portance to every local Labour Partv 
throughouc the country. 


The Co-operative Congress, by a 
narrow majority it is true, have finally 
set their seal to the agreement con- 
cerning a working arrangement in the 
constituencies. This agreement was 
published in the ‘‘Labour Organiser” 
for January last, and up to Whicsun it 
had already been discussed by the 
Branch and District Sections of the Co- 
operative Union, by which the Co- 
operative Party is controlled. It had 
received the endorsement of the Execu- 
tive of the Labour Parcy and it is yet 
necessary for the agreement to receive 
the endorsement of the Annual Confer- 
ence of the Labour Party—a matter 
which one might take as a foregone 
conclusion. 


Now therefore opens a new era in 
many constituencies and the open en- 
trance of a new and long-sought ally 
in our work. One cannot but 
imagine that the Government’s 
treacherous attacks upon the Trades 
Unions have helped to bring to the 
side of the political Labour Movement 
and the Trades Unions this other great 
working class Movement with which 
we have so much in common. 


The new agreement is, of coursc, 
optional upon local Labour and Co- 
operative Parties, and is not intended 
necessarily to interfere with existing 
local arrangements, where such exist, 
between Co-operative Societies and 
Local Labour Parties. It seems oppor- 
tune to repeat here the five clauses in 
the agreement which concern D.L.P. + 
and Local Co-operative Parties or 
Councils. 


“That local Co-operative Parties 
er Councils be eligible for affiliation 
to Divisional Labour Parties. 

“That the basis of affiliation fees 
payable by local Co-operative Par- 
ties or Councils be agreed upon by 
the local organisations of the two 


parties, subject to the approval of the 
two National Parties. 

‘“That representation and voting 
powers of Co-operative Parties or 
Councils be in proportion to affiliation 
tees payable. 

“*That Co-operative Political Coun- 
cils or Parties shall have similar 
rights and accept similar responsi- 
bilities as ocher affiliated organisa- 
tions. 

“That the rights and responsibili- 
ties of affiliated bodies under this 
Agreement, in Scotland be similar 
to those granted to organisations in 
England and Wales.”’ 


Since the constitution of the Labour 
Party was referred for revision to the 
National Executive (at Margate last 
year), it has not been our policy to deal 
with points arising under the existing 
rules. We have, however, had brought 
co our notice a considerable evil that 
has arisen in one or two places. The 
constitution provides for the existence 
of a General Management Committee, 
which may be a very large body, and 
for the election by same of an Execu- 
tive Committee on fines laid down, or 
approved. This is clear and under- 
standable and in no way shuts out the 
appointment of sub-committees for 
particular , purposes. : 


We have noticed, however, parties 
where the officers have constituted 
themselves into a sort of inner cabinet 
or cabal without any sort of auchority 
whatever to do so; even further, the 
Executive Committee seems to have 
been superseded altogether. It is al- 
ways to be presumed that in an emer- 
gency officers may be called together, 
and that it may be necessary for them 
to take action to be approved later by 
the Executive. But what we are spealk- 
ing of is the abuse of this procedure, 
and the carrying out of it to extremes 
which are a derision of democracy. 
We know of one instance where the 
gravest possible decision was taken by 
officers, and the Executive were not 
even informed of what had heen done 
or said. Unless definitely constituted 
as a sub-committee the officers have no 
right cto permanently sit as an inner 
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cabinet and under no circumstances 
have they the right to suppress items 
of information or to dictate what shall 
or shall not be discussed or disclosed 
to the Executive itself. 


We have received several indications 
that normal organisation in areas 
affected by the mining dispute has not 
yet been obtained. During the lock- 
out Party organisation in most areas 
was at a standstill, and when normal 
work was attempted the casualty list 


of the dispute showed that smooth 
working had been’ grievously — in- 
terrupted. Men who had to return to 


work under the economic compulsion of 
the hour were in some cases officers of 
Local Labour Parties, and it has been 
difficult for Local Labour Party officials 
to heal the breaches that were made 
and still continue. Other troubles 
‘have arisen on account of the victimisa- 
tion that took place, and altogether in 
some places Local Labour Party mem- 
bership and officership has suffered a 
_ temporary setback. This does not in 
the slightest degree mean a loss in 
votes or a gain to the enemy. It sim- 
ply means that our normal Party busi- 
ness has been disturbed in these areas 
and that we have to apply ourselves to 
the task of re-forming the ranks in pre- 
cisely the same way that a military 
body re-forms itself after an engage- 
ment. ae 

There may be those who would not 
have us speak of the difficulties that 
exist, but we are patently aware of 
them, and the object of the ‘*Labour 
Organiser’? is to help and advise in 
difficulties however much we may de- 
sire to disguise them. Reports from 
every bye-election show that in the min- 
ing discricts the Labour vote is solid, 
and has tremendously increased. but 
Labour Party organisation in those 
areas is in no such condition, merely 
because, as we have pointed out, there 


are, first, personal difficulties, and 
secondly, there are economic difficul- 
ties. The mining areas are, in fact, 


in the same position as many industrial 
areas stood after the great post-war 
slump in Trades Unionism, though the 
parallel is not entirely exact. 


Fortunately for us time is healing 
many of the personal breaches that 
were made and we have evidence in 
most places of all classes of miners 
sinking their differences in the advance- 
ment of Labour’s Cause. Toleration 
is needed, tact and goodwill must he 


used by Party secretaries, and to all 
shades of miners must be pointed out 
the truism that their case only waiis 
for remedy till a Labour Government 
is elected, and that it will mot be 
remedied until then. Local Labour 
Parties should not be allowed to sink 
into effectiveness by meetings remaining 
uncalled. It may be impossible to em- 
bark on ambitious schemes for big 
membership, to engage new agents, or 
to perfect the machinery as one would 
wish. But the existence of every local 
Party and Committee is vital, and must 
‘show itself in keen interest and co- 
operation with the miners, the T.U. 
Defence Campaign, and our other 
general activities. The great mass of 
miners are looking to the Labour 
Party alone for the fundamental 
changes that must re-erect their indus- 
try in the miners’ interests. 


We have received an enquiry from a 
Local Labour Party in one of the diffi- 
cult areas asking if it is permissible to 
sell newspapers and pamphlets at open- 
air meetings, and on the streets, and 
also to take collections without the per- 
mission of the police. We imagine the 
same difficulty presents itself in other 
quarters and we are therefore glad to 
reply. In the early days of Socialist 


propaganda the pioneers took precious 


little care whether or no all those sorts 


of things were legal and permissible 
and they did che lot. In many places 
since those days local authorities 


prompted by anti-Labour feelings or 
frumpish notions have secured bye-laws 
prohibiting this or that. In all cases 
of doubt local bye-laws should be con- 
sulted. We do not know of any bye- 
laws affecting the sale of newspapers 
and pamphlets at sanctioned open-air 
meetings, though the sale of such 
matter at open-air meetings in pro- 
hibited places may conceivably compli- 
cate matters. SS, 

In our opinion there is a common 
law right to sell pamphlets and news- 
papers in any place except where ex- 
pressly prohibited by bye-law. The 
door-to-door sale of literature is another 
matter and strictly speaking requires a 
pedlar’s licence. The taking of collec- 
tions is also another matter and this of- 
ten requires police permission. We con- 
fess to a feeling that good citizenship 
and control of public collections go to- 
gether, but failing a bye-law the taking 
of a collection is both praiseworthy, 
necessary and. admissible. Where a 

(Concluded on Page 42.) 


‘ 
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OUT OF THE RUT 
IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES IN BRIEF 


East Lewisham Labour Party again 
deserve commendation in respect of 
their latest activity. This time the 
Party are after ridding of mortgage the 
premises which a year ago were 
obtained for use as Headquarters for 
the Party. We know of lots of Parties 
who at this juncture would be issuing 
pettifogging and dismal unconvincing 
leaflets asking for subscriptions for this 
purpose in a tone and manner almost 
foredoomed to failure. Indeed, the 
chief crime of some Parties is their 
utter inability of issuing a compelling 
appeal, whether it be in leaflet or 
pamphlet or newspaper form, at election 
times or other times. But East Lewis- 
ham has issued a nice three-folder illus- 
trated prospectus with a photograph of 
the Headquarters on the front and in- 
side an interior view and another of the 
secretary’s office, with the secretary, 
Mrs. Catherine M. Wadham, at her 
work, telephone by side. The accom- 
modation of the Headquarters (35, 
Brownhill Road, S.E.6) includes an 
office with up-to-date equipment, three 
rooms for ward, branch and other 
meetings, and a club reading room with 
facilities for refreshments, etc., also a 
garden for summer parties and whist 
drives. When entering the premises 
last year the Party raised money on 
mortgages, and during the year it has 
discharged all charges and expenses 
and repaid £100 of the capital bor- 
rowed. Very wisely the Executive has 
decided to try to clear the mortgage by 
raising a special loan of £750 from their 
own members in multiples of £1. The 
attractive circular puts the matter in a 
nutshell, and a very forceful-looking 
face witichia is) alleged toy bey the 
treasurer, sums the matter up on the 
last page in a message which seems to 
see the thing accomplished. 


Here is a little newspaper paragraph 
which we have treasured for a long time 
waiting for someone in the Labour 
Party to announce that they had copied 
the method and brought about a better 
result. Who is to be the bold spirit 
who will introduce the same method of 
securing a full meeting into the Labour 
Party—or can we everywhere get great 
meetings without such effort ? 


HOW TO FILL CHURCHES. 


“‘Knockers-Up”’ Bring 3,000 to Belfast 
Service. 


A novel method of securing a full 
church was instituted in Belfast yester- 
day. 

““IKnockers-up’’ were detailed by the 
Rev. Dr. Montgomery, a former 
Moderator of the Irish Presbyterian 
Church, to go round the streets and 
waken sleepy worshippers and bring 
them to the Shanlshill Road Minor Hall, 
West Belfast. 

Old people weré called for with 
vehicles, and mothers who brought 
babies were relieved of them during the 
service by a squad of volunteer nurses. 

The hall, which holds 3,000 people, 
was crowded. 


We have been several times asked for 
advice concerning Garden Parties. 
Such events have never been very com- 
mon in the Labour Party, and even 
to-day the local Parties who may have 
lent to them suitable grounds and 
facilities are few and fortunate. We 
should say that a vast difference exists 
between the possibilities in a town and 
in those of a typical scattered County 
Division. [If the grounds are those of 
some kind parson in an urban area they 
are most likely much too small for a 
big crowd, and the Garden Party must 
be strictly confined to tea and an 
address, with just possibly two or three 
stalls for entertainment or sales. Where 
public or larger grounds are obtainable 
the Garden Party might well develop 
into the customary combination of 
Garden Party and Fete. And in what 
constituency with a population at hand 
should this prove a failure? 


In small country districts a Garden 
Party may be either small and local, 
or it may be a constituency affair, on 
quite large lines. Here real organising 
ability is called for. Tickets should be 
sold well beforehand, good advertising 
is necessary, and transport facilities 
ought to be thought of in plenty of time. 
A big constituency affair cannot, in 
fact, confine itself merely to a Garden 
Party. of the narrower kind. A 
‘“‘Demonstration’”’ at least must go with 
it, which means a big speaker. Better 
still, a County Divisional affair should 
comprise a Demonstration and a Fete 
with sports, stalls of various descrip- 
tions and attractive side-shows. Such 
an event cannot be accomplished in a 
hurry. Two or three months at teast 
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of preparation are required, and a 
strong committee is absolutely neces- 
sary. In all those affairs stalls, and 
sideshows, and each ‘activity, are best 
relegated to sub-committees, who man- 
age their own department or depart- 
ments and give their reports to the Fete 
Committee in charge of the job, and of 
which, of course, they are members. 
We trust our hints are in time for 
Parties contemplating this sort of work 
during the present summer, 


If we may be pardoned for adverting 
once again to the Stourbridge Bye-elec- 
tion, we may plead that it is because 
we wish to pay a tribute to the song 
writers (or is it song writer?) of West 
Bromwich who compounded songs that 
sang both Smethwick and Stourbridge 
to victory, not to mention the succes- 
Sive victories in West Bromwich itself. 
To Mr. Arthur Guest, the local agent, 
we were indebted for not one but 
several telling parodies of the most 
popular songs, and all these took, and 
were sung with great ‘orce by 
thousands of the electors. Mrs. Wel- 
lock also contributed and sang some 
songs which moved the multitude. 


OOOOH OOS CESEOEOEEEEE SESH SEETEOEH EEE SOHEHE 
e 


A LINE DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY 


“PENCILS 


“with your own lettering for 
Bazaars, Clubs & other Funds 


WHY NOT HAVE A 
PENCIL DAY? 


Particulars Free. 


| H.J.Billinge & Co, Ltd, 
| Greta Mills, KESWICK. 


PEAS SAE HE TEEH ESOS SESE HE MEO SEESEHOBOSE 
= 
COOH E SSH OSESSEECHSESEOHOEESES SEES SHE OEOES 


OOOOH OOOH HEHEHE HSS COME OE TEEHOS OOS CEES 


HOOOe COSOET SOOTHES EH eEee MEO REe VETEHE HEHE 


GREAT, REDUCTION | in 
Portable Open-air Speakers’ 
Platforms.—+For | particulars 
and illustrations, apply to H. 
_W. Bingley, 106, Dunlace 
.»Road, Clapton Park, E.5. 


CH Peseeeereeressasseert?® 


PO eoeseseseseeeesesse 


WO Rew ee >0e ee DOH 1E8 Fee FOR HH HEe PODS EOEe 


WRINKLES REMEMBERED. 

Nowadays every Divisional Party at 
times indulges in a sort of Demonstra- 
tion Conference for special educational 
or propaganda purposes. Delegates 
are invited, but they are not limited in 
numbers, and no question of voting 
power arises. We make a practice in 
all such gatherings of making out the 
ticket to admit ‘“‘One Delegate and 
Lady.’’ It is extraordinary how well 
this works. The number of women 
who attend with their husbands, many 
perhaps for the first time at a Labour 
gathering, adds hugely to the success of 
the show. Tip: Remember the women 
and spot the Lady. 


Always see that a placard announc- 
ing a public meeting is placed outside 
the hall in which the meeting is to be 
held. We have noticed many omis- 
sions in this respect, but if you hit 
people in the eye at the place you want 
them to go, they will get there all right. 

Don’t engage a hall and forget the 
size of the platform. A row of talent 
at the mouth of a cavern is disconcert- 
ing co the speakers and unconvincing 
to the audience. There are lots of 
people worth a platform ticket. 


And when you give printing out see 
that you get good printing, and not the 
kaleidoscopic alternating combstone 
effect which old-fashioned printers pro- 
duce. On the other hand, don’t let the 
modern artist in type rob you of effect 
for the sake of his artistic soul. Of all 
things, remember that cheap and nasty 
printing is a bad advert for the Party. 


Don’t get into a rut with your print- 
ing either. Keep the message fresh 
and make the printing tell. It is bad 
policy co go to the printer and say we 
want “some more like this with this. 
alteration.’’ Tf the job’s worth doing 
at all it’s worth thinking out and ring- 
ing the verbiage. 


If it’s’ posters watch Bill Stickers. 
Billstickers may be a worthy body of 
men, but in the Party’s interest you 
want to know that every bill has been 
put up, and where they have been’ put 
up, and you want a definite contract 
that the bills will all stay on the hoard: 
ings-until your -mecting is over. »:Bill 
Stickers, the pirate, is little good ~ to 
you. He can’t give a guarantee, 
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Discributing bills at the doors of a 
hall is not half so good as distributing 
bills during a halt in the meeting. 
Have a break sometimes in the agenda. 
A halt is as good as oratory of some 
sorts, and more so when taking the 
collection or issuing literature. 


However great may be your platform 
the Big Guns don’t need to be elbowed 
by the Organiser on the platform. Let 
him, too, be honoured sometimes, but 
the Organiser among his people is a 
pleasant sight before the meeting, while 
a local big-wig can do the hospitality 
stunt in the ante-room. 


To touch a pleasanter subject—what 
do you do when your Party gets hard- 
up? We suggest you face the fact. 
Don’t put off paying bills hoping, like 
Micawber, for something to turn up. 
Facing the fact is often equal to find- 
ing the money. 


When a Ward Committee doesn’t 
meet try a coffee supper—in Lancashire 
a hot-pot supper, scouse, or something 
like it. Glad hearts make good Com- 
mittees. 


Nowadays people will cravel. © Why 
mot your Party take a share in it? 
‘Charabancs are cheap. Members will 
go even if you don’t, so organise a 
tour sometimes—for work as well as 
for pleasure ! 


A final tip, read all this again and 
pass it to another ! 


The fact that the class struggle and 
“the history of the working class move- 
ment are not dealt with at school, 
despite their enormcus importance, is 
no accident, but is a matter of definite 
policy. The purpose of orthodox’ educa- 
tion is not to enable the workers pro- 
perly to understand the world in which 
they live but to train them up into being 
obedient ‘‘citizens,’’ ie., the  wage- 
workers of capitalism. In consequence, 
therefore, the worker who desires to 
equip himself to play a real part: in 
social life must obtain a knowledge of 
the history of his own' class; and this 
indicates the importance of that subject 
in the curricutum ‘of the National 
‘Council of Labour Colleges.—J. P. M. 
Millar. 


LAW AND PRACTICE. 


[Under this heading are found brief 
and chatty explanations of points of 
commoner interest concerning the Law 
and Practice of Elections. Readers 
are invited to suggest points for notice 
herein, but are reminded that sug- 
gestions made may not necessarily be 
dealt with in the next issue.—Ed.] 


A Point Cencerning Duplicate Entries. 

We have received an interesting re- 
port from Mr. Ben Clare, secretary and 
agent to the Clayton Divisional Labour 
Party relative to difficulties he has ex- 
perienced in securing the removal of 
duplicate entries in the register for che 
Clayton Division. 


Expressed simply the law is that no 
person’s name should appear in a regis- 
ter of electors unless that person has 
a definite qualification to vote under 
some circumstances in respect of that 
entry. Now in practice it may well 
happen that a person rents or owns 
several premises in the same ward or 


polling district that on the face of it 


would give him qualifications to be 
entered on che register several times. 
In such cases the law provides for the 
striking out of all entries in the register 
except those which embody a definite 
qualification to vote. 


Thus a man may only be registered 
as a Parliamentary elector once in the 
same constituency and as a Municipal 
elector once in the same ward. Fur- 
ther entries in respect of other occupa- 
tions would not confer the right to vote 
and it is improper that such entries 
should appear on the register. 


This has been che difficulty in the 
Clayton Division and apparently in the 
whole of Manchester. Thus in the 
Spring Register of the Clayton: Divi- 
sion last year Mr. Clare averred that 
there were no less than 560 entries of 
persons who could not under any cir- 
cumstances vote at any election. It 
appears that the Town Clerk did not at 
first uphold Mr. Clare’s objection to 
these entries though on the present 
register they have been removed with- 
out comment. 


We publish these facts first because 
of the interest this matter may be to 
other‘ constituencies, and secondly . be- 
cause we are not certain even now that 
the correct procedure has been carried 
through. 
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These matters are all governed by the 
rules of the Registration of the People 
Act, ‘1918, and the Statutory Rules and 
Orders made in accordance with those 
cules. In Mr. Clare’s review of the 
circumstances we see no mention of 
the Town Clerk having sent out notice 
to the electors that he was about to 
make the changes he has made in the 
register. The forthcoming register is 
so important that all secretaries and 
agents charged with registration work 
should make themselves fully acquainted 
with the means for removing super- 
fluous voters or confusing entries. 


Rule 23 of the first Schedule to the 
Representation of the People Act reads 
as follows :— 


““The registration officer shall make 
such additions and corrections in the 
electors’ lists (including the absent 
voters’ list) as are required in order 
to carry out his decisions on any ob- 
jection or claims, and shall also make 
any such corrections in those lists 
by way of removal or duplicate en- 
tries (subject to any expression of 
choice by the person affecced as to 
those entries), the expunging of the 
names of persons who are dead or 
subject to any legal incapacity or 
the placing of marks or the correc- 
tion of marks placed against the 
name of an elector, or otherwise as 
he thinks necessary in order to se- 
cure that no person is registered as 
a parliamentary elector in respect of 
more than one qualification in the 
same constituency, or as a_ local 
government elector in respect of more 
than one qualification— 


(a) in the same borough for the 
purpose of borough council 
elections; or 

(b) in the same electoral division 
or ward for the purpose of 
county council, metropolitan 
borough council, and urban dis- 
trict council elections; or 

(c) in the same parish or ward of 
a parish for the purpose of 


rural district council, guar- 
dians, or parish elections ; 
and otherwise to make those lists 


complete and accurate as a register.”’ 


The above has since been supple- 
mented by Rule No. 3 of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Order (reprinted 
as amended in 1920 and sold as R/P. 
109, price 9d.) as follows :— 


‘“Where the registration officer makes 
any correction in the electors’ lists by 
way of the removal of a duplicate en- 
try or the placing of any mark against 
the name of a person, he shall send to. 
the person affected a notice in the form 
set out or referred to under heading 
VIIL.. in Schedule I., 11. and’ DID; to: 
this Order (‘‘Form of notice as to the 
correction of electors’ lists by the re- 
moval of duplicate entries or placing 
marks’’), or in a form to the like effect 
and unless within five clear days from 
the date of the notice he receives from 
the person affected an expression of 
choice as to the entry, or an objection 
to the placing of any mark, he may 
deal with the entry or mark in the 
manner specified in the notice. 

*“Where a person is qualified for regis- 
tration as a Parliamentary elector in 
respect of more than one qualification 
and any entry in respect of him has 
been removed as a _ duplicate, the 
registration officer shall not be required 
to include in subsequent electors’ Jists 
any entry which has been so removed if 
the elector remains qualified for regis- 
tration as a parliamentry elector im 
respect of the qualification for which 
he is so registered in the register in 
force.” 


(Continued from Page 38.) 
street collection may not be legally 
taken it i§, we chink, legal to take sub- 
scriptions door-to-door. Nothing at 
all can interfere with the collection of 
Party monies by means of canvassing. 


The question of bye-laws affecting the 
above matters is something to which 
Labour Councillors should give atten- 
tion. In some places prohibitive bye- 
laws, of an obnoxious character, have 
been carried through almost unawares 
to the general public, and the local 
Labour Movement needs to be alive im 
such matters. How hampering such 
bye-laws may be is shown by the fact 
that a bye-law passed a couple of years 
ago in Birmingham. prohibited  streec 
chalking, although this practice had 
been indulged in for many years and it 
was the poor man’s way of calling a 
meeting. We may expect bye-laws by- 
and-by prohibiting the display of win- 
dow bills, the assembly of persons for 
mass canvassing, etc., etc. Some 


towns already possess bye-laws affect-- 


ing billposting, obnoxious noises, etc., 
erc., so even ‘our beloved handbell is not 
legally ubiquitous ! 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Use of Party’s Car at Elections. 


Question.—Is there any objection co 
using our Divisional Labour Party car 
in conveying voters to the poll? The 
car is the property of the Divisional 
Party, it is not a hackney vehicle, and 
is generally used for getting the candi- 
date, myself ‘and workers about the 
Division. 

Answer.—lIt is perfectly legal to use 
this car for the purpose named.  Ob- 
viously the vehicle is a private car and 
is not ordinarily used for hire. At elec- 
tion times the candidate and agent 
might do better by hiring a car for 
themselves and lending this one for the 
purpose of conveying voters to the poll. 


Locai Government Elections. Candidate 
Elected for more than One Seat. 


Question. Would you kindly let me 
know the procedure where a candidate 
for a District Council and Guardians 
stands for more than one seat, and 
gecs elected for more than one? I take 
it that he has to choose which seat he 
will accept and a bye-election is held 


for the other. Is such a candidate 
liable for a fine? 
Answey.—The answer to this ques- 


tion can be very simply given, but it is 
our custom to quote authorities in 
most of these answers and in this case 
a pitfall awaits the unwary self-seeker 
oftiknowledge. By Section 48 (4) of the 
Local Government Act, 1894, the pro- 
visions of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882, regarding office, resignation, 
etc.. are made applicable to District 
Council Elections, subject to adapta- 
tions, alterations and exceptions made 
by rules framed under the L.G, Act. 

A reference to the Municipal Cor- 
poration Act and the applicable section 
(Section 68) is misleading because 
*‘adaptations and alterations’ have ac- 
tually been made by Statutory Rules 
and these are to be found tucked away 
in the fifth schedule to these rules. 
The law on the matter is thus laid 
down :— 

‘‘Every qualified person elected or 
deemed to be re-elected to the office 
of urban district councillor, unless 
exempt under this section or other- 
wise by law, eicher shall accept the 
office by making and subscribing the 
declaration required by this Act 
within one month after notice of be- 
ing elecced or deemed to be re- 
elected, or shall, in lieu thereof, be 


liable to pay to the district council 
a fine of such amount, not exceeding 
fifty pounds, as the district council 
by regulations determine. 

If there are no regulacions d- 
termining fines, the fine shall be 
twenty pounds. 

The persons exempt under this sec- 
tion are :— 

Any person disabled by lunacy or 
inability of mind, or by deafness, 
blindness, or other permanent in- 
firmity of body, and any person 
who, having within five years be- 
fore the day of election served the 
office or urban district councillor 
for the district or ward, claims ex- 
emption within ten days after notice 
of election or of being declared to 
be deemed to be re-elected. 

A fine payable under this section 
shall be recoverable summarily. 

If a person is either elected or 
deemed to be re-elected district 
councillor in more than one ward in 
the urban district for which the elec- 
tion is held, he shall not accept office 
in respect of more than one of such 
areas, and if he accepts offige or pays 
the fine for non-acceptance of office 
in respect of one of such areas, he 
shall not pe liable to a fine for non- 
acceptance of office in respect of any 
other of such areas. 

Any person who has _ been 
nominated and elected without his 
consent to his nomination being pre- 
viously obtained shall not be liable to 
a fine under this section.” 


Similar provisions exist for rural 
councillors. 

Hackney Carriage at District Council 
Elections, 

Question.—At the Urban District 
Council Elections which were fought 
here on Monday, April 4th, the ‘‘In- 
dependent’’ candidate that opposed the 
Labour candidate used a car bearing 
a plate at the rear on which were the 
words ‘6 Seats, Hackney Carriage,’’ 
for the purpose of taking voters to the 
poll. On seeing this I, as Election 
Agent for the Labour candidate, ap- 
proached the agent for our opponent 
and contended that this was illegal. 
His reply was that nothing could he 
done, as the owner of the Haclney 
Carriage had a private licence and was 
lending it to the Independent Candi- 
date. In order to settle the argument 
your decision will oblige. 


44 THE LABOUR ORGANISFR 


———— 


Answer.—We fear there is not much 
‘that our friend could have done in this 
matter. The circumstances are ex- 
tremely suspicious. It may be that the 
person using this car had only tem- 
porarily taken out a private licence in 
order to defeat the law on the subject, 
but we chink this is unlikely and in any 
case it would not have availed much. 
What is more probable is that the car 
has definitely changed its class from 
a Hackney Carriage to a private car, 
hence the private car licence. This 
matter could have been tested by look- 
ing at the licence on the near side of 
the car, but in any event the hackney 
plate should have been removed, and 
possibly a police offence has been com- 
mitted by this omission, though not, 
we chink, any infringement of the 
Corrupt Practices Acts. Of course, if 
a falsehood was told by the opposing 
agent and the car could be proved to 
be licensed for hire, then the police 
should be informed. 

The law governing the use of vehicles 
at election times differs in  Districc 
Council Elections from Parliamentary 
Elections. Thus it is no offence for a 

candidate or agent to pay money for the 
hire of a chr at a District Council Elec- 
tion. No one must. however, let, lend 
or employ any public stage or hackney 
carriage at such - elections. The 
authority for this opinion will be in- 
teresting to many of our readers and 
we therefore will elaborate the answer 
a little further. 

The Local Government Act, 1894, 
Section 48 (3), applies the Municipal 
Elections (Corrupt and Mlegal Practices) 
Act, 1884, to Local Government Elec- 
tions, subject to adaptations and altera- 
tions made by Statutory Rules. This 
same Corrupt Practices Act, in Schedule 
fl exempts certain elections from the 
provisions governing the expenses of 
eandidates, including the penal clauses 
which prohibit certain payments, such 
as payment for the hire of a car. Dis- 
trict Council Elections do not actually 
find a place in the schedule mentioned, 
but by the rules which have been 
framed they are directed to be regarded 
as being included in the schedule. In 
other words, thev are directed to be re- 
garded as not subject to the provisions 
regarding expenses. It is by this round- 
about way that we get the law which 
also exempts district councillors from 
making any return of expenses. The 
above quoted paragraph does not apply 
to the provision of the Municipal Cor- 


rupt Practices Act regarding the use of 
prohibited vehicles and the law here is 
the same as for Municipal Elections. 
Thus a private car may be hired or.a 
man may be paid for lending his car, 
but no one may use or lend a car or- 
dinarily let out for hire, such as a 
hackney carriage. 


THE BOSWORTH BY-ELECTION. 

Notwithstanding the great increase in 
Labour’s poll at the above election and 
the severe reverse received by the Gov- 
ernment, the whole Movement deeply 


regretted that actual and material vic- - 


tory was only missed by a_ small 
majority. 

This tantalising result brings no dis- 
credit on those engaged in the conflict, 
and. only emphasises the severe odds 
which were concentrated against 
Labour on this particular occasion. 

Because of these facts we take excep- 
tion to what has appeared in a Labour 
contemporary in which the writer takes 
up four columns in seeking to explain 
away the defeat—if defeat it was. 

We may admit that the article was 
written hurriedly after the stress of an 
election, but we emphatically do not 
agree with the conclusion that 

“The fault lay with the local 

Parties in the Division, who appear 

to have made no attempt at organis- 

ing their forces effectively.” 

Rarely indeed has such an affront 
been offered to the workers of any local 
Labour Party on their emergence after 
the throes of a hotly-contested by-elec- 
tion. 

We have heard from our good friend 
Alderman Raynes, who was the agent 
in this contest, and he offers entirely 
different suggestions, but whatever the 
reasons may have been for the reverse 
it seems to us grossly unfair to turn 
round and’ blame the local Party, who, 
in any case, had to bear the major 
portion of the fight, a good proportion 
of the expenses, besides providing 
11,710 votes as evidence of past pro- 
paganda. 

We know something of circumstances 
in this Division, and the peculiar fact 
that most of Labour’s. strength is con- 
centrated in the north, while the Liberal 
and Tory strength lies to the south, 
has much to do with the matter. The 
North is a purely mining area where, 
even according to the errant scribe we 
are taking to task, whole villages are 
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solidly Labour. In any such Divisioa 
as this, where Labour’s strength is con- 
centrated among the _ half-starved 
miners, it is peculiarly difficult to 
build up an organisation in the rest of 
the Division, and this was just the hard 
fact which faced the organisers. The 
North was solidly Labour, but not suff- 
ciently mobile to be carried into the 
South, and the South was strongly anti- 
Labour, and there were few Labour 
workers in it. It was this basic fact, 
and this fact principally, that made 
work so difficult, and left us just behind 
the enemy. 


But our friend falls into a series of 
contradictions when he unwisely talks 
publicly of the canvass. He says, “‘I 
am giving away no secrets when I 
mention that even in the Labour strong- 
hold of the Coalville area not a single 
elector had been canvassed by Labour 
up to the last few days of the campaign. 
The same applied to the Hinckley end, 
which is the Liberal stronghold.’’ Then 
after grumbling that Coalville did not 
canvass he goes on to belittle canvass- 
ing by saying it is becoming more and 
more unreliable as a guide to election 
agents! 


We have yet to learn that the latter 
assertion has the slightest basis, and 
we strongly hold to the necessity of 
canvassing. But if there is one place 
where to-day canvassing might be re- 
laxed with lesser risk than in another 
place it is surely in the mining areas, 
which our friend first blames and then 
goes on to praise because they voted so 
marvellously solid! 


There is one further contradiction and 
mis-statement we must challenge. The 
writer says that it is possible to win 
an election without an effective canvass 
(a fact no one will deny, but a course 
few will choose), and he quotes the 
Labour victory in the Stourbridge Divi- 
sion to say that this “‘proved all that, 
for there was nothing like an effective 
Labour canvass in that campaign.”’ 


So far from the latter statement being 
true, one of the most accurate canvasses 
of recent by-elections was carried out 
by the local workers, under extra- 
ordinary difficulties, and almost with- 
out outside help. To deny them the 
credit of having accomplished their 
canvass is to also do the Stourbridge 
Divisional Party a gross injustice. To 
place the matter beyond. dispute, we 
give here the canvass figures for the 
Stourbridge election. 
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It will be seen from the above that, 
making the customary deductions with 
the reserves and percentages well 
known to election agents, the figures 
predict the result. It was actually from 
these same figures thac the ‘Daily 
Herald’’ and the Labour Party were 
informed before the close of the poll of 
the probable — result. Indeed, the 
“Daily Herald’? published the estimate 
before the count was taken ! 

So much, then, for the necessity, 
effectiveness, and reliability of canvass 
returns. On each point our friend 
seems to have gone wrong. He is cer- 
tainly injudicious in holding up _ to 
obloquy within the Movement our Bos- 
worth friends, who, whatever may be 
said, had to meet the strongest com- 
bination brought into the field by the 
Liberal Party for very many days. 
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RECORDING THE VOTING ON 
POLLING DAY. 


Novices to Committee Room work 
and the higher branches of electioneer- 
ing frequently fail to understand the 
motive of the election agent in requir- 
ing periodic returns during the day 
showing the Committee Room record 
of votes polled. We candidly admit 
that there have been occasions when it 
has seemed to ourselves to be unneces- 
sary or undesirable to trouble the clerks 
in charge of Committee Rooms with 
detailed returns other than a general 
summary twice during the day. But 
in an election where time has allowed 
a thorough organisation and manning 
of each Committee Room it becomes a 
distinct advantage to the agent to 
realise how the polling is proceeding in 
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various places. Expected strongholds 
which are not polling their weight can 
thus be detected and _ strengthened. 
Places where the Committee Room 
arrangements have broken down can be 
easily detected, while the completed 
returns are available after the election, 
first as being a guide to the result, and 
later as being a guide to the strength 
of our vote in various parts of the 
Division. We reproduce below an 
agent’s form with the results fully de- 
tailed and completed at the end of the 
poll. We have omitted the particulars 
of the polling places and the name of 
the sub-agent, etc., but special interest 
attaches to the figures. Unfortunately, 
in the instance given the Labour can- 
didate did not win, though in the dis- 
trict given he polled exceptionally well 
against two opponents. 


REPORT OF VOTING ON POLL DAY. 


P.D. 
Name of Polling District. No. 
Sub-agent 
Committee Room 
Clerk in charge 


Pap: 
Letter. 


No. of 


Voters. Polling Place. 


Checker 
Messenger 
CHECKER’S REPORT OF PERSONS HAVING VOTED. 
Total No. on No. not 
For. Against. Doubtful. Voted. Register. Voted. Remarks. 
16) Avot non SYA 36 9 102 1,541 1,439 
I2 noon... 53 45 19 117 1,541 1,322 
Zia Delllay men (S4. 28 19 81 1,541 1,241 
Ave Dells Mesa d 12 75 21 208 1,541 1,033 
[OsFTR dog (eY4 56 22 142 1,541 891 
OMP eis uve so 178 92 601 1,541 290 
Total ... 651 418 182 TeRL 1,541 2090 
(Signed) 
(Clerk in charge). 
Nort.—VThis return to be made up at the hours stated, and must be kept strictly 
private. It will enable the Candidate or Agent when calling to get the position as 


to numbers voted. 


At the close of the poll, make the totals up and return same to 


the sub-agent, sealed in the enclosed envelope. 


The Sub-agent, before returning this to the Agent, should enter all particulars from 
this sheet in his record book for fucure reference. 


SOHHOSHOHHSOCOOCEHOOFELE DOCTOR OOTTES LEROCOE 


FOR SALE. In perfect 
condition, Erskine May’s 
Parliamentary Practice : 
13th Edition, 1924. 

Published by Butterworth at 
55/- What Offers ? 

STONE, 20 Bury St., W.C.1. 


e 
POOLEH OOH OEE8OS DOHOS COR OOH OOH ESERES 


POOLE COLHTH OOLOHS OHOHHS CHKDHSEES CESEEEEE 


TO BAZAAR WORKERS. 


Bazaar Secretaries and other Or- 
ganisers are invited to write for 
price lists and samples of High- 
Class Perfumes, etc. Eau-de- 
Cologne, Lavender Water, Genuine 
Otto Perfumes, Sachets, Face Pow- 
ders, etc. Ready Sales, substantial 
profits. 
R. T. HARRISON, 

34 Corrie Rd., Clifton, Manchester 


COO eFOLOOS OOOO BH8 CO 080088 02008000008 


——_ 
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“T am more than satisfied with the machine,—it is simple, efficient, 
clean and singularly attractive soe 

“The machine was recommended to me by Cr. , the Labour Party 
Agent at - and I shall certainly ‘ pass on the good news ’ whenever 
opportunity serves. 

: I am only anxious that my fellow Agents should know of 
your machine.”’ 

(Excerpts from letter received from a Labour Party Agent.) 


New Model 
Absolutely , out 
British September, 1926. 


“The Duplicator of Quality Reproduction” 


Every LABOUR AGENT has profitable 
use for a LION Self-Feeding ROTARY 
DUFEICATOR® 


Without obligation a Demonstration 
and Free ‘Trial gladly arranged. 


Special EASY TERMS* of Payment. 


*We are encouraged to offer Agents Easy Payment Terms for we have 
installed many machines with Labour Agents and every arrangement has, 
or is being, carried out promptly. 

(Send us a postcard in order that one of our representatives can call 
upon you at your convenience.) 


28-30 PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON, E.C.4. 
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LOCAL LABOUR NEWSPAPERS. 


We are indebted to our large circle of 
friends for our constant supply of 
specimen local Labour newspapers. 
There is little doubt that the ‘‘Labour 
Organiser’’ policy of encouraging these 
publications is bearing fruit and an in- 
creasing number of humble weekly and 
monthly papers are making their 
appearance. 

It is impossible to particularise con- 
cerning every paper which reaches us, 
but we print below a list of specimen 
copies which have arrived during 
the last few weeks, excluding, of course, 
some of the well-known and_ well- 
established Labour weeklies. 


“Warbreck News.’’ This is a 4-page 
ward journal hailing from Liverpool 
and is apparently run in conjunction 
with one or two papers in Derbyshire, 
for we note that the matter and get-up), 
which is excellent, is very similar. 

Address : ‘‘Warbreck News,’’ 2, Wal- 
ton Park, Liverpool. 


“North Tottenham .Citizen.”’ 

Address: ‘‘North Tottenham  Citi- 
zen,’ W. J. Irving, Trades Hall, Room 
R007, bruce Grove, N.17, 


“Bast Ham Citizen.’ 

Address > **Bast Ham Citizen,” c/o 
Agent, Mr. Frank H. Edwards, 123 
High Street South, East Ham, E.6. 

The above two papers are published 
by the London Co-operative Society 
Ltd. (Representation Council) and cir- 
culate in the constituencies indicated by 
their title. Sixteen thousand copies of 
each are issued and both papers are 
interesting and well edited. 


’ 


“Wrekin Pioneer.’’ A paper whose 
7,000 free circulation commands a fine 
advertisement revenue. 

Address : Wrekin Chambers, 44, New 
Street, Wellington, Salop. 


“Colchester Times.’’ Well up to its 
usual standard. One of a chain of 
localised papers under the general 
editorship of Capt. L. R. Reiss. 

Address: ‘“‘Colchester Times,’’ St, 
Botolphs House, Colchester. 


“The Beacon.’’ 
Lewes Division. 


Published in the 
It is to the credit of 


this paper that it has attracted the at- 
tention of that enemy of everything 
good, honest and _ progressive, the 
‘Daily Mail.’’ The office boy’s paper 
doesn’t like ‘‘The Beacon.’”” How- 
ever, the journal has run for 12 months 
and has a balance on the right side. 

Address: Editor C. E. Tritton, 26, 
Neville Road, Lewes. 


“Croydon and Surrey Labour Out- 
look.’’ This is an eight-page quarto 
of superior get-up intended originally 
for a larger area than Croydon itself, 
though practically confined co that 
town at present. The paper is very 
well-balanced as to its contents. 

Address: 17, Darcy Road, Norbury, 
S.W.26. 


“Walworth News.” A _ four-page 
quarto of long standing which makes 
the best use of its limited space. It is 
priced at one penny, though we imagine 
that as it is claimed that it enters 12,500 
homes monthly the paper is actually 
gratis. 

Address: ta, Browning Street, Lon- 
don) SsBs 17. : 


“The Challenge.”’ The official organ 
of the Wellingborough D.L.P. One of 
the best examples of a paying paper in 
a county constituency. The guaran- 


teed circulation is 10,090 copies and 


there are four pages. t 
Address : 29, Church Street, Welling 
borough. 


“Central Southwark Sentinel,” 
Harry Day is, of course, written largely 
in this four-sheet paper and prominent 
among the advertisements we note the 
“Service Free’? advertisement of the 
local Party itself, from which we 
gather that free legal advice is given 
by first-class lawyers once a weel, and 
that the “‘service’’ includes a magis- 
trate for signing documents, vaccina- 
tion papers, etc. 

Address : 124, Walworth Road, S.E. 


“Coventry Searchlight.’ Still an- 
other four-page paper which is con- 
stantly proving its worth. 

Address: 28, Much Park 
Coventry. 


Street, 
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“Bermondsey Labour Magazine.’’ A 
sixteen-page quarto monthly magazine, 
price one penny, of exceptional local 
interest. For the past three years the 
paper has been published with 12 pages 
and the present increase to 16 pages is 
a proof of popularity and success. The 
circulation monthly is 15,000, chiefly 
through the ward organisation of the 
Party. There are no fewer than 98 street 
stewards who deliver the magazine. A 
number of copies are, of course, sold, 
the latesc figure we have in front of us 
being £17 as the sales realised for the 
January number. The total cost of: the 
enlarged paper per month, liberally 
illustrated as it is, is about £60, pro- 
bably the biggest venture in this direc- 
tion made by any local Party. The 
revenue of the 12-page issue from all 
sources, including advertisements, was 
in the neighbourhood of £50 per 
month and produced a_ slight profit. 
One imagines therefore that the new 
16-page issue is something of an experi- 
ment and that it is a generous effort co 
give better and even better value in 
propaganda. 

Address: 57, Upper Grange Road, 
Bermondsey, S.E.1. 


“Bromley (Kent) Labour Chronicle.”’ 
The official organ of the Bromley 
D.L.P. This is an eight-page octavo 
and therefore quite an unusual size for 
a Labour paper. Each issue contains 
two or three brief articles on national 
affairs and reports of a good deal of 
local Labour activity. 

Address: 94,  Southlands Road, 
Bromley, Kent. 

“Park and Heeley Gazette.’’ Eight 
pages illustrated and printed on superior 
“paper. The size of the paper admits of 
plenty of reading matter and ic is duly 
supplied in good variety. 

Address: E. G. Rowlinson, Editor, 
to8, Albert Road, Heeley, Sheffield. 


“The Labour Torch.’’ The Divi- 
sional paper for the Yardley Division of 
Birmingham continues. its useful course 
without much alteration. There is a 
free circulation of 15,000 copies and the 
local elections for the last two years all 
indicate the amount of good being done 
to the Labour cause. 

Address: S. Powell, 198, Bankes 
Road, Small Heath, Birmingham. 


“Huddersfield Citizen.’’ Edited by 
James H. Hudson, M.P. The Hudders- 


field Movement was years ago among 
the pioneers in local Labour journalism 
and the ‘‘Huddersfield Worker’? ran ‘a 
useful course. The ‘‘Citizen’’ is, of 
course, an entirely new production, its 
firsc issue being in December last. It 
started without a penny of capital, the’ 
workers clearing the issue of 6,000 
copies in a few days. The paper has 
been twice enlarged since then and now 
consists of 12 pages of varied and ex- 
cellent contents. Each issue has more 
than met its liabilities. 

Address: 1, Imperial Arcade, Hud- 
dersfield. 


“Qldham Labour Gazette.’ The 
four-page organ of the Oldham Labour 
Party ; 5,000 free copies per month. 

Address : 151, Union Street, Oldham. 


“The Challenge’’ (Southport.) A 
four-page quarto sheet issued by the 
Talbot Ward of the Southport Labour 
Party. Set in small type, the paper 
contains the maximum of contents. 

Address : 2, Hazel Grove, Southport. 


“Bast Lewisham Monthly Herald.’’ 
Unique among Labour papers in that 
it is an eight-page octavo with coloured 
cover. The “Monthly Herald’” is really 
a development of an East Lewisham 
earlier venture which has been men- 
tioned in our columns. We have a re- 
membrance first of a typewritten an- 
nouncement of Party events and later 
of an octavo fly for much the same 
purpose. The development to eight 
pages is largely a development of the 
same kind of thing, i.e., Party fixtures, 
Party activities, Ward reports, and a 
brief propaganda article. There seerns 
something very determined in the career 
of this little journal. 

Address: 35, Brownhill Road, Cat- 
ford, London, S.E.6. 


“Liverpool Labour’s Voice.’ We 
have received only one copy of this 
paper, which consists of eight pages, 
i.e., 32 columns, and is priced at one 
penny. It is the weekly paper of the 
I.L.P. in Lancashire, Cheshire, North 
Staffs and North Wales, and we should 
be happy to see further copies. There 
would appear to be other editions. 

Address: 12, Downing Street, Man- 
chester. 


We would be glad to receive later 
copies of the following papers :— 
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“Barrow Leader,’’ latest copy re- 
ceived March 27th. 

Address: Labour Hall, Market 
Street, Barrow. 

“South Bradford Co-operative and 


Labour Record,”’ 
October, 1926. 
Address: 18, Captain Street, Brad- 
ford. 
“Brentwood Labour Leader.’ 
copy received November, 1926. 
Address: 29, Western Road, Brent- 
wood, Essex. 
“Hendon Sentinel.” 
ceived August, 1926. 
Address : Co-operative Hall, Ravens- 
hurst Avenue, London, N.W.4. 


Latest copy received 
, 


Latest 


Latest copy re- 


———_—_— 


REGISTRATION, 1927. 
(Continued.) 


In accordance with our promise of 
last month, we now reprint the latest 
Statutory Rules and Orders (R.P. 135) 
together with the revised R.P. Circular 
No. 15. We regret that consideration 
of space compels us to hold over R.P. 
6. As stated in our last issue, the 
supplement to Fraser’s ‘‘Representa- 
tion of the People Act’’ (6/9 post free), 
together with our issue for May and 
June brings the Registration Agent 
right up to date in regard to circulars 
and orders affecting the registration of 
the people. 


R.P. 15. 
(Revised March, 1927.) 
NOTICE. 
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACTS, 1918 to 1926. 
JURIES ACT, 1922. 

(County) 
Parliamentary of 

(Borough) 
Constituency 
Registration Unit 


CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS. 
I hereby give notice that claims and notices of objection under the Rules in Schedule 
f. of the Representation of the People Act, 1918, must be made in the mode and 
within the times hereunder specified. 


CLAIMS. 
1. Any person may not later than 7th August claim in the prescribed form or in a 
form to the like effect— 


(a) to be registered either as a Parliamentary Elector or as a Local Government 
Elector, or in both capacities, if his or her name is not entered in the electors lists. 


(b) to be registered correctly, if his or her name is entered in an incorrect 
place or manner, or with incorrect particulars in the electors lists. 


(A claim to be registered or registered correctly as above-mentioned may 
be made by the person or by someone on his or her behalf.) 


(c) to be registered, if he is a naval or military voter, for a constituency in 
which he has an actual residence qualification. 


II. Any person may claim not later than the 18th August in the prescribed form 
or a form to the like effect to be placed on the absent voters’ list, if there is a prob- 
ability that by reason of the nature of his or her occupation, service, or employment, 
he or she may be debarred from voting at a poll at Parliamentary elections. 

*(III.] Any person whose name appears in the lists of Parliamentary electors of 
any registration unit in any County constituency (or District of Boroughs), and 
who resides outside the polling district in which he or she is entitled to be registered, 
may not later than the 18th August next claim in the prescribed form or in a form 
to the like effect to be admitted to vote at the polling place of any other polling 
district within the same constituency. 


Ill. [1V.] A naval or miliary voter who wishes to be omitted from the absent 
voters list, must give notice to me not later than 18th August next that he does not 
desire to be placed on that list, 


NoTIcES OF OBJECTION. 


Any person whose name appears on the electors lists for a constituency or local 
government electoral area may object :— 
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: (a) to the registration of any person whose name is included in the electors 
lists for the constituency or the local government electoral area (as the case 
may be) by sending to me a notice of objection not later than the gist July next; 


(b) to the registration of any peftson whose name-is included in the list of 
claimants by sending to me a notice of objection not later than the 18th August 
next. 


In every case the notice of objection must be in the prescribed form, or in a form 
to the like effect. 
DELIVERY OF CLAIMS AND NOTICES. 

Every claim and notice as above-mentioned must be delivered to me, or sent to me 
by post, at the address given at the foot of this notice. The document must reach 
me not later than the requisite date as above specified, and if it is sent by post 
must be posted in such time that it will be delivered in the ordinary course of post 
not later than such date. ; 


SUPPLY OF ForRMs. 

Forms for the purposes of any claim or notice of objection may be obtained free 
of charge, on personal application at the address given below, or at my office at 
didenrn ches or will be sent by post on receipt of an 
application specifying the registration unit to which the claim or notice relates, 
accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope. If a form of claim is required the 
nature of the claim should be indicated, i.e., for which of the purposes under the 
headings I. (a) to (c) II. and [III.] above the claim is required. 


MaRKING OF JURORS. 

I also give notice that the names of all persons marked in the Electors Lists as 
jurors or special jurors by the letters J or SJ appearing after and as part of their 
names will be included as such in the Jurors Book; but any person who is aggrieved 
by being so marked may make application to me in writing at the address given 
below on or before the 7th day of August next, that the mark may be removed. 

My decision on any such application will be given in due course. In the event 
of my refusing to comply with the application, or if notice of my decision is not 
received by the applicant on or before the 15th day of September next, the applicant 
may apply to a Court of Summary Jurisdiction for a declaration that he ought not 
to:be marked as a juror or special juror, as the case may be. An application to 
the Court must be made within fourteen days next after the date on which my 
refusal is notified to the applicant, or, if notice of my decision has not been received 
by the applicant on or before the 15th day of September next, within fourteen days 


after that day. 

Notice will be given by me to each person whose name is included in a List of 
Claimants and who appears to me to be qualified for and liable to jury service that 
I intend to mark him as a juror for inclusion in the Jurors Book unless, within 
five clear days after such notice, he gives me notice of objection to being so marked. 
If he is aggrieved by my decision or does not receive notice of my decision on of 
before the 15th day of September next, he may apply as above mentioned to a Court 
of Summary Jurisdiction within fourteen days after the notice of my decision or 
‘f he does not receive such notice on or before the said 15th day of September, 


within fourteen days after that day. 


hose name is included in the Jurors Book as a juror will be liable 


Every person w 1 ill be 
oe claimed disqualification or 


to serve as such notwithstanding that he might have 
exemption. 


Registration Officer, 
INGERESSS << jac ccane ccs nemws sedee ness ncesiie Rapecers 


* This paragraph must be omitted in the case of a parliamentary borough other than a district 


boroughs. 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE. 
R.P. 135. 
STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS. 
1927, No. 235. 


JURY, ENGLAND. 
THE JURIES ORDER, 1927. 
- At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 22nd day of March, 1927. 
4 PRESENT, 
The King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas it is enacted by the Juries Act, 1922 (hereinafter referred to as “‘the 
Act of 1922’), that provision may be made by Order in Council— : 

(a) for prescribing the manner in which overseers are to furnish to the reg*stration 
officers particulars of persons qualified and liable to serve as jurors or 
qualified to serve as special jurors; ; 

(b) for authorizing the sheriff to require information to be furnished to him in 
writing or otherwise by persons summoned jo attend on juries with respect 
to their sex and their professions, callings or businesses, and for imposing 
on persons who fail to furnish the required information or who furnish 
false information a penalty to be recovered on summary conviction not 
exceeding five pounds in respect of any one offence: 

(c) for making such adaptations in any enactments as are necessary for giving 
full effect to the said Act: 

(d) otherwise for carrying that Act into effect: 

And whereas provision was made with respect to the matters aforesaid by the Juries 
Order, 1923: 

And whereas by the Economy Provisions (Adaptation of Enactments) Order, 
1927, such adaptations were made in the provisions of the Act of 1922 as were 
necessary to make those provisions conform with the provisions of the Representation 
of the People (Economy Provisions) Act, 1926: 

And whereas the powers and duties of overseers under the enactments relating to 
the preparation of the jurors book were by Article 3 of the Overseers Order, 1927, 
transferred to the rating authority, and it is further provided by the said Article that 
in certain cases the rating authority shall designate one or more of their officers 
to perform the said duties and that the officer or officers so designated shall, while 
the designation continues in force peform the said duties: 

And whereas it is expedient, by reason of the changes aforesaid, that the Juries 
Order, 1923, should be revoked and that this Order should have effect in liew 
thereof :— 

Now, therefore, His Majesty, ‘in pursuance of the powers conferred upon Him by 
the Act of 1922, and of all other powers enabling Him in that behalf, is pleased, by 
and with the advice of His Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as 
follows :— 

1, The name of any person appearing in the electors lists for the register of electors 
for any year who is qualified and liable to serve as a juror shall be marked with 
the letter “J’’ and the name of any person so appearing who is qualified to serve as 
a special juror shall be marked with the letters ‘‘S]’? in manner following, that is 
LONSay ¢— ; 

The said letter or letters shall (subject to any variation authorized by the Secretary 
of State in any particular case) be printed in heavy type and inserted in column (3) 
of the register, immediately after the names of the juror concerned, as in the following 
example :— | 

Whitehead, Albert Stanley—J, 
Longmore, William—SJ. 

2.—(1) The particulars to be furnished by the rating authority to the registration 
officer under subsection (3) of section 1 of the Act of 1922 shall be furnished in the 
following manner, that is to say, the rating authority shall, as the registration 
officer may require,— 

(a) furnish the registration officer with a list of all the persons in each parish, 
or where a parish consists of more than one registration unit, in each 
registration unit in the parish, who are qualified and liable to serve as 
jurors, showing in the case of each person’ the address of his qualifying 
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premises in the parish and the value of ‘those premises for the purposes of 
assessment to the poor rate and his occupation, and whether that person 

is qualified to serve as a special juror: 
(b) insert in copies of the electors lists and lists of claimants, if any, the marks 
required by this Order to be inserted in the electors lists for the register 
of electors against the names of the persons in those lists who are qualified 
and liable to serve as jurors, or qualified to serve as special jurors, as the 
case may be, and to transmit to the registration officer the copies so marked, 

(2) If the registration officer, for the purpose of his duties under the Act of 1922, 
requires any particulars in addition to those provided in manner aforesaid he may 
send to the rating authority a demand for further information on Form C of heading 
I of Schedule I to the Representation of the People Order or on a form similar 
thereto and the authority shall complete and return the form, 

(3) Where the duties of a rating autuhority in relation to the preparation of the 
jurors book are to be performed by a designated officer, this Article shall have effect 
as though for references therein to the rating authority there were substituted refer- 
ences to the designated officer. 

3. Where an application is made to the registration officer by any person marked 
as a juror to have the mark placed against his name removed, notification by the 
registration officer of his decision under subsection (5) of section one of the Act of 
1922, shall be given to that person on or before the fifteenth day of September in 
any year. : 

4.—(1) If, where the registration officer under paragraph 21 of the First Schedule 
to the Representation of the People Act, 1918, allows a claim made by any person 
to be registered as a voter, the registration officer considers that person to be qualified 
and liable to serve as a juror, he shall give that person notice that he will be marked 
as a juror unless within five clear days thereafter he gives notice of objection to 
the registration officer, and in any case in which the registration officer is of opinion 
that any person who has made a claim to be registered as a voter would, if so regis- 
tered, be qualified and liable to serve as a juror, he shall include in any notice issued 
under the said paragraph as to the time and place at which the claim of that person 
to be so registered will be considered, a notice that if the claim is allowed that person 
will be marked as a juror unless he gives notice of objection to being so marked 
in manner aforesaid. 

(2) The decision of the registration officer on any objection made by any person 
under this Article shall be notified on or before the fifteenth day of September in 
any year. 

(3) If any person is aggrieved by the decision of the registration officer on any 
such objection or by his failure to notify his decision, he may apply to a court of 
summary jurisdiction under subsection (5) of section 1 of the Act of 1922, in the 
same manner as if the registration officer had refused to comply with an application 
made to him under subsection (4) of the said section or had failed to notify his 
‘decision thereon. 

5. Subsection (2) of section two of the Act of 1922 shall have effect as if the refer- 
ence therein to persons marked in the electors lists as jurors or special jurors included 
a reference to persons whose names are on the list of claimants and who receive 
notice in accordance with Article 4 (1) of this Order that they will be marked as 
jurors. 

6.—(1) Any sheriff by whom a jury summons is issued may require the person 
to whom the summons is issued to furnish to him in writing information with respect 
‘to his sex, profession, calling or business. , 

(2) If any person required by a sheriff to furnish information in pursuance of this 
Article fails to furnish in writing to the sheriff the réquired ‘information within three 
days after the date on which the jury summons is received by him, or furnishes false 
information, he shall be liable on summary conviction in respect of each offence to a 
penalty not exceeding five pounds, / ; , - 
~* (3) Where a sheriff requires information to be furnished in pursuance of this Article, 
he, shall for the purposes of facilitating the furnishing of the information enclose with 
the jury summons an officially-stamped postcard on which the information may be 
given. . 

7.—(1) This Order may be cited as, the a: Order, 1927. 

3 i rder, 1923, is hereby revoked, 
(2) The Juries Order, 1923, 1 y ys me 


Js 
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WALL NEWSPAPERS. 


We extract the following from the 
U.S.S.R. Trades Union Bulletin :— 


“One of the most interesting mani- 
festations of the self-activity of the 
masses of the U.S.S.R. are the wall- 
newspapers. 


““They are called wall-newspapers be- 
cause they are posted on the wall in 
undertakings and establishments. 


“With rare exceptions, they are type- 
written, and are issued in one or several 
copies. They are the organs of the 
workers and employees in a given un- 
dertaking or establishment. All the 
matter printed in the wall-newspapers, 
including drawings and cartoons, which 
often are quite artistic, is contributed 
by the workers or employees themselves, 
without the aid of any _ outsiders. 
Those who more or less frequently 
write for the wall-newspapers form a 
group of ‘wall-newspaper  correspon- 
dents,’ who elect the editors from their 
midst. In large factories are many 
scores of such correspondents. 


““The newspaper appears periodically 
(usually once a month). Besides local 
information, it contains much material 
dealing with various shortcomings. 
Not only the trade union organisations 
at the factory or establishment are 
criticised and satirised, but even the 
administration is not spared. The wall- 
newspaper is a kind of forum where 
the workers critically discuss all more 
or less important matters and events 
at the undertaking. 


“The articles in the wall-newspapers 
nearly always accomplish their object, 
assisting in the elimination of various 
defects and in righting the wrongful 
acts of the administration. In State 
undertakings the administration  in- 
vestigates the facts reported in the wall- 
newspaper and announces through its 
medium what measures have been 
taken to remedy this or that defect. 


“Some wall-newspapers in large un- 
dertakings gradually become regular 
newspapers, which are printed in che 


usual way, having a_ circulation. of 
several thousand copies. Such, for 


instance, are ‘Vagranka’ at the ‘Sickle 
and Hammer’ tactory in Moscow, and 
the newspaper at a large tohacco fac- 
tory in Rostov-on-Don. 


““Wall-newspapers are issued in every 
undertaking and establishment, except 


| 
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those having a small number of em- 
ployees. There are tens of thousands 
of wall-newspapers in the country, to 
which an immense number of workers 
and employees contribute regularly. 


“Writing for the wall-newspapers is 
for the workers a preparatory step to 
real journalism. Many contributors to 
wall-newspapers, having gained experi- 
ence, become correspondents for the 
local and central trade union journals 
and publications. 


“Wall-newspapers are published by 
the factory and local committees which 
bear all expenses connected with their 
publication. 


» “It is self-understood that no com- 
pensation is paid for contributions co 
the wall-newspapers and all the work 
is done gratis, on a voluntary basis.” 


We print the above as throwing an 
interesting light on Russian conditions 
and the people’s contribution to the 
making of public opinion. Not for a 
moment, however, do we suggest that 
the same methods are suitable for adop- 
tion by local Labour Parties. Curiously 
enough in this matter it would appear 
that the British mind is more orderly 
than that of the disciplined Communist 
for to make wall-newspapers popular in 
this country we should require some 
syndicated centre or centres for the 
origin of news and comment. Local 
individuality there might be but indis- 
criminate and individual cricicisms do 
not, in our opinion, comprise the best 
use to which wall-newspapers might be 
put. 


At the same time, we are not going 
to dispose of the matter completely by 
this objection. The ‘‘Labour Or- 
ganiser’’ has consiscently advocated the 
establishment and maintenance of 
small local newspapers in as many 
areas as possible and if political sup- 
pression and persecution coupled with 


newspaper distortion and _ deliberate 
fabrication is to be developed much 
further in this country, then Labour 


will seriously have to face the problem 
not only of the use of these numerous 
little newspapers, but it will have to en- 
courage the spontaneous publication of 
wall or placard ‘‘newspapers’’ through- 
out the country. 


Wall-newspapers were in fact very 
largely used during the general strike. 
The difficulty then was concrol over 


what was said or reported, and this is 
part of the objection which we make 
about the Russian system. Imagine, 
let us say, not another general strike, 
but another industrial crisis. We may 
even imagine conditions of suppression 
and distortion of mews, during a 
general election taken in this country 
in an industrial crisis under the present 
regime. It is not too much for or- 
ganisers to contemplate the weapons 
they would require in some such cir- 
cumstances ; nor, if we may go further, 
is it Coo much to suggest that national 
organisations, in view of the woeful 
unpreparedness of May last year, might 
consider now what steps they would 
take for the dissemination of news dur- 
ing the sort of crisis indicated. Why 
not a Continental wireless? 
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The Press Problem. 


“ Dear Comrade, 

“© Enclosedplease find matter for 

““ the next issue of your paper. 

“ The last was very fine..... 

“everybody quite pleased,” 

Above is copy of letter 
received February 22nd, 
1927, and relates to a 
Monthly News Sheet pro- 
duced by 


J.S. REYNOLDS 


Labour and T.U. Printer, 
1 CHURCH ST., RIPLEY 
DERBYS. 
Repeat orders received from 
Liverpool, Sheffield, Nottingham, 
and other Labour Parties, 


Send Stamp for Specimens and Prices 
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What you save in Cash 
you lose in Efficiency 
unless all the officers of 


your Party get the 
Labour Organiser 
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NOTICES 


1. Copies of our January num- 
ber urgently wanted. Must 
be in good condition, not 
rolled or creased. Send to 
the Editor. 


2. Next month we shall re- 


sume our series of articles 
on Labour Party Finance. 


. Will Secretaries who at 
present buy one copy of the 
‘‘Labour Organiser’? per 
month, please send to the 


the officers. Let us 
tell you our 


proposal 


Editor? We want your 
Party to buy copies for a// 


